
I would like to once again say 

thanks to the Board and Com-

mittee of the charity fund for all 

there hard work. 

We have a long way to go yet, 

and with the goal of doubling 

our membership during this 

next twelve month period we 

will still have plenty of hard 

work ahead. 

It is however easy to see where 

this work will lead us and the 

significant donations that are to 

come will speak volumes of the 

type of employees we have 

around us. 

To all the contributors and 

supporters of the Firefighters 

Charity Fund Melbourne I 

would like to say a HUGE thank

-you! 

This has been a great first year. 

One where the rapid uptake in 

supporting the fund has put us 

in the position where we are 

already making significant dona-

tions to our charity recipients. 

We have been able to establish 

FireLegacy with the funds to 

manage immediate needs. 

Contributors will be proud to 

know that in our first 

year...starting from nothing, we 

have raised $110,000 and each 

week we currently add around 

$1600 to this amount. 

Included in this newsletter will 

be a run down on how the 

money has been distributed, but 

in brief we have supported 11 

charities, with 3 receiving major 

donations. We also have pend-

ing significant donations to the 

Royal Children’s Hospital Emer-

gency Department and the Pa-

ter Mac Foundation. 

Yvonne Singer—receiving 

$10,000 for the Alfred 

Burns Unit. 

Yvonne Singer received a 

cheque for $10,000 from the 

Firefighters Charity Fund during 

our first anniversary occasion a 

month ago. 

Yvonne spoke to us about 

where this money will be spent 

and the type of treatment it will 

assist with. 

We all remember October 

2007 when LFF Dick Zappart 

was seriously burned at a fac-

tory fire in Yarraville. When it 

came to spending the donation 

from the Firefighters Charity 

Fund, the Alfred Burns Unit 

contacted Dick to ask where in 

the treatment process he would 

like to see the money spent. 

Dick suggested a new burns 

trolley that was used to move 

burns patients to their treat-

ment baths. Dick found the old 

equipment added to his discom-

fort immensely. So we can 

proudly say your charity fund 

has purchased a new trolley as 

well as  a Wii that will be util-

ized to assist exercise and reha-

bilitation. 
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Thank-you to all the contribu-

tors and supporters of the Fire-

fighters Charity Fund that have 

facilitated a purchase of a 

$21,000 advanced video laryn-

goscope for the emergency 

department of the RCH Mel-

bourne. 

This piece of equipment allows 

for rapid and yet precise emer-

gency intubation of unpredict-

able airways. It is an item the 

emergency department has had 

on its wish list to improve 

emergency care, so of course 

we are excited to be able to 

provide it for them. 

This piece of equipment is also 

funded with the assistance of 

the Retired Firefighters Associa-

tion who are keen to participate 

in joint fundraising exercises in 

the future. We are grateful for 

their support. 

Each year the charity fund will 

support a Children’s health 

Charity as a core area and after 

this presentation we will look to 

identify another need in the 

Children’s health area. 

Thank-you very much to 

George McLennan for his kind 

donation of over $475 following 

his retirement function a few 

short weeks ago.. 

George gave an emotional 

speech as part of his farewell 

after 42 years as a firefighter. 

George a well respected and 

very capable officer gave the 

donation to the Firefighters 

Charity Fund member ACFO 

Paul Riley on the night with no 

fanfare. 

We are very grateful to George 

and he joins Scott Morrison as 

another retiree who put charity 

in front of his own personal 

needs. 

Well done, thanks and best 

wishes for long and enjoyable 

time in retirement. 

$21,000 to Royal Children’s Hospital 

George McLennan’s Retirement Gift 
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“funded with 
the assis-
tance of 
$2,000 from 
the Retired 
Firefighters 
Association 
…” 

ADVANCED VIDEO            
LARYNGOSCOPE 



mendous success and to raising 

much needed funds for this 

worthwhile organisation. 

  

Regards 

Rob Dean 

District Operations Com-

mander 

Southern District 

On the 20th of November 2011 

the MFB Charity Running Club 

sponsored the inaugural "MFB 

Classic Car & Motorbike day". 

The day was held at the Burnley 

Complex & was a overwhelming 

success with over 100 vehicles 

on display and some $4500 

raised for our nominated charity 

"SANDS" (miscarriage, stillbirth, 

& newborn death support). 

SANDS were very grateful for 

the MFB's support and also the 

support from the MFB Firefight-

ers Charity Fund with their 

contribution of $500. SANDS 

were able to put the money to 

good use within their organisa-

tion as they rely on dona-

tions to carry out their 

work.  

  

The contribution from the 

Firefighters charity fund cannot 

be underestimated. The fund 

supports a variety of Charities 

across a range of different chari-

table organisations which have a 

connection to the MFB.  

  

On Sunday the 25th of Novem-

ber 2012 we will again be hold-

ing the Classic Car Day at the 

Burnley Complex with SANDS 

as our nominated charity. The 

MFB Charity Running Club look 

forward once again to the part-

nership with the MFB and also 

the MFB Firefighters Charity 

Fund in making this day a tre-

2nd MFB Car Classic Coming Up 

“…overwhelming 
success with over 
100 vehicles on 
display and some 
$4500 raised for 
"SANDS" (miscar
riage, stillbirth, & 
newborn death 
support).” 
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“ thousands of 

dollars have been 

passed on by the 

Firefighters 

Charity Fund 

Melbourne to 

support some 

special fundraising 

efforts of 

contributors” 

Thanks to the  

Firefighters  

Credit Union 

 Treasurers Table  

 Fundraising for a charity? 

Financial Report 
Money raised by the Firefight-
ers Charity Fund is all banked 
with the Firefighters Credit 
Union. 
The money is managed be-
tween accounts so that the 
requirement to have it either 
quickly available or interest 
bearing.  
We manage our donations 
from a receiving S1 account 
that all money goes into ini-
tially and then it is sectioned 
out into accounts that are 
designated according to their 
role in the charity. E.g. 
FireLegacy, perpetual term 
deposit, Charity account. 
This process allows easy visi-
bility of the funds available for 
each task within the charity 
and also allows us to get the 

best value for the money 
while it waits to be donated 
on.  
The interest gathered allows 
us to cover costs such as 
insurance, web hosting and 
small ancillary costs. 
We are fortunate that our 
interest has outweighed our 
costs. 
Thank-you to the credit un-
ion for their support in our 
banking needs. 
The income from MFB payroll 
deduction has steadily in-
creased since our launch. We 
receive currently (October 
2012) about $1800 per week. 
The fund has also received a 
range of one off donations 
and online donations through 
Give Now. 

Our online donations have 
reached  over $2800. 
Significant one off donations 
have come from the MFB, 
MFB football tattslotto club, 
fundraiser with the Romance 
Writers Australia and sup-
port from several recent 
recruit courses. 
 
Our first financial year 
(ending June 2012) has seen 
over $110,00 raised. 

year we have added to sup-

port to fundraising done by 

contributors in the following 

areas. 

SANDS 

TLC for kids 

Peter Mac 

Whitelion 

RCH Good Friday Appeal 

Contributors to the Firefight-

ers Charity Fund that are 

involved in fundrais-

ing efforts at work 

are encouraged to 

contact a charity 

fund Board or 

Committee mem-

ber to see how we 

can support your 

efforts. In our first 

Austin Hospital Cancer Cen-

tre 

St Vincents De Paul sleep-out 

Ride to conquer Cancer. 

By assisting in this area we 

support your hard work and 

enables us to give to a broad 

range of Charity initiatives. 

to April 30th 2012. 

Payments: 

Business / stationary / registration $991 

DGR Charity donations  $21,000 

Legacy grant   $850 

Balance:    $72,600 

Since these figures were presented in April we 

have made several donations, commitments to 

donate and money put aside into FireLegacy to 

look after our community. See the back page for 

current commitments. 

Data for financial report July 1st 2011 

to April 30th 2012. 

Receipts: 

Payroll giving   $50,650 

Direct debit and online  $1,977 

MFB / Corporate / internal $11,493 

Donations external  $15,049 

Bank interest and other $1,223 

Bank deposit pre July ‘11 $15,147 

Total   $95,542 

Data for financial report July 1st 2011 

Charity 

Board and 

Committee 

with Alfred 

Burns Unit 

reps 

 



Donation in lieu of Funeral Notice 
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 Copy of donation notifi-
cation from GiveNow. 
This can be found by 
visiting our website. fire-
charity.org.au. 
 
An initiative from the fire-
fighters at 7A after the 
recent passing of my fa-
ther, 7A donated $100 to 
the Firefighters Charity 
Fund via Give Now web 
site instead of placing an 
ad in the Herald Sun 
obituaries. 

had any specific questions an ac-

countant or the ATO would be 

able to explain further or you 

could check: 

www.ato.gov.au and search 

“workplace giving.” 

Also  the information on your 

payment summary qualifies as a 

receipt and you do not require 

further evidence. 

Your group certificate / payment 

summary from the MFB will show 

a total of contributions given 

throughout the year. 

This total, although donated pre-

tax, must still be identified as a 

donation as workplace giving. 

It is an amount that, from the 

advice I’ve been given, that is still 

shown in your gross salary. If you 

 

If required the ABN of the Fire-

fighters Charity Fund Melbourne 

Inc. is: 

13 916 295 994 

Foundation.  

It was a great night had by all and 

$650 was raised to pass onto the 

Peter Mac. The Firefighters Char-

ity Fund also supported this effort 

by donating a further $500 making 

a total of $1150 to present to the 

Peter Mac. 

If you are conducting a charity 

fundraiser at work talk to us 

about some extra support. 

Red Red Red presenting a 

cheque to the Peter Mac for 

$1150 

April 2012 saw the passing of a 

fine firefighter, Leading Firefighter 

Mick Busst.  

Mick, an A platoon firefighter at 

Northcote, was a true friend and 

gentleman. Our sympathies to the 

Busst family at this difficult time. 

The MFB firefighter’s band Red 

Red Red undertook a concert and 

fundraiser to celebrate Mick’s 

contribution to the MFB, with the 

proceeds going to the Peter Mac 

Red Red Red and Mick Busst donation 

Taxation Advice 

Red Red Red 

undertook a 

concert and 

fundraiser to 

celebrate 

Mick’s 

contribution 

to the MFB, 

Dear Friend, 
We are pleased to advise you that 
a donation has been made of 
$100.00 to Firefighters Charity 
Fund Melbourne for the Firefight-
ers Charity Fund Appeal. 
This gift is in memory of Andy 
Anderson. In honour of the pass-
ing of your much loved father from 
all at FS7A 
The donor has listed you as a per-
son who is to receive advice of 
this donation from us. 

The recipient receives an email 
from GiveNow that a donation 
has been received in memory of 
or in celebration of their name. 
Go to the Firefighters Charity 
Fund page and then click on give 
now link and follow the direc-
tions. 
All donations over $2 are tax 
deductable and GiveNow send a 
tax receipt out to you at tax time 
as well’ 
Thank you to the blokes at 7A 
for the donation and initiative 
made in memory of my father. 
Eric Anderson 
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To order cards 

you can fill in the 

order form below 

or you can use the 

link on the email 

sent out to your 

MFB mailbox 

from the 

Firefighters 

Charity Fund 

Charity Christmas 

Cards  $10 for 10 cards 

100% to Firefighters  

Charity 

 Order Form for cards 

Christmas Cards 
The Firefighters Charity 
Fund has undertaken in co
-operation with the MFB 
to have some Christmas 
Cards printed. 
The card design has been 
arranged by the charity 
members and in the future 
we will have some fantastic 
designs to follow up on. 
Two firefighters, Phill Rob-
inson and Nick Busst have 
been instrumental in as-
sisting with the design and 
photography for the cards. 
Thank-you for your 
time and effort. 
The design for the 
2012 card is an adapta-
tion of a sprinkler head 

going off that in the pho-
tography style looks like a 
Christmas Tree. Flames 
behind the water colourise 
the scene. The cards will 
say Season’s Greetings on 
the inside and will have the 
charity logo on the rear. 
 
The sales from the cards is 
a 100%  contribution to 
the charity. That is if you 
spend $20 on Christmas 
cards, $20 goes to the 
charity...nothing is lost to 

costs or expenses. 
 
The cards are a limited run 
of only 1000 in total. We 
are offering them in lots of 
10 cards with envelopes. 
 
To order cards you can fill 
in the order form below 
or you can reply to this 
email sent out to your 
MFB mailbox from the 
Firefighters Charity Fund. 
 We will follow up your 
Christmas Cards  order 

and send them 
out on the DX. 

 

NAME:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

WORK LOCATION / PLATOON: _____________________________________________ 

 

DX NUMBER:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

NUMBER OF CARDS REQUIRED: ____________ 

 

PAYMENT TYPE : CHEQUE ENCLOSED / DIRECT DEBIT WITH NOTE OF NAME / CARDS 

 



 Charity Fund Board and Committee 

Secretary: Ms Alison Brideson 

B.A LL.B / GradDipACG 

Treasurer: SSO Mark Carter 

General: LFF Eric Anderson 

Committee:  

ACFO Paul Riley 

SSO Gerard Woodlock 

SO Mark Narayan 

The Committee and Board of 

the Firefighters Charity Fund 

consists of the following peo-

ple. Please feel free to contact 

any one of us if you wish to 

discuss an element of the fund 

and how it operates.  

Chair: LFF Mick Whitty 

Deputy Chair: LFF Shane 

McCluskey 

LFF Chris Cleary 

LFF Mick Bergin   

Mr Dominic Lallo 

Contributors Figures  
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The numbers of contributors has 

been steadily increasing over the 

last year which has been really 

positive. 

We are at the 500 member mark 

which is about one quarter of the 

entire workforce. This statistic is 

good compared to other work-

place giving schemes where the 

industry average is around 10%. 

However, our planning has been 

based around the uptake of Police 

Legacy by Victoria Police which 

has the enviable number of almost 

100% uptake. 

 

There is still a lot of room for 
more corporate and fire-
fighting staff to join the charity. 
 
 Keep in mind, the day may 
come when one of your 
workmates or one of your 
workmates family could 
need some help due to the 
costs associated with bat-
tling an illness .  
In order for you to nominate 
them for help from FireLe-
gacy, you need to be a char-
ity member. We all pray that 
none need such help, but the 
reality is a different picture. 

enthusiasm. 

If you are interested in knowing 

more about what a workplace rep 

will do and would like to be one 

please contact a Board or Com-

mittee member or email us at 

info@firecharity.org.au or email 

internally to Firefighters Charity 

Board mailbox.  

The position of “workplace reps” 

will soon be taken on around the 

MFB by people who are keen to 

be the support the fund by sharing 

information about the fund with 

their workmates or be the first 

port of call if a contributor has a 

question. 

This role will also assist with the 

renewal of the fund’s committee 

and Board in the future by those 

keen to commit further time and 

Workplace Representatives 

“...500 

member 

mark which 

is about one 

quarter of 

the entire 

workforce.” 

The costs of being a member are 
still just 0.15% of your gross 

weekly income. It is given pre
-tax so the actual effect 
of the donation is less 
than what you have do-
nated (because you have-
n’t paid tax on the dona-
tion amount).  
 
Per Week at 0.15% 
Level 1 Firefighter = $1.81 
 
Leading Firefighter = $2.33 
 
Station Officer      = $2.63 



honour of a passed member then 

email to info@firecharity.org.au or 

on the MFB email click Firefighters 

Charity fund Board and send 

through your message.  

We encourage you to look over our 

website and we welcome any feed-

back. 

The Firefighters Charity Fund Mel-

bourne website has included a VALE 

tab as a way of recording the loss of 

past members of the MFB.  

It is a useful record and also an op-

portunity for you to send a message 

about the person who has passed. If 

you would like to add a comment in 

Firefighters Charity Fund Melbourne 

PO Box 1040 

WILLIAMSTOWN   VIC   

AUSTRALIA  3016 

www.firecharity.org.au 

ABN 13 916 295 994 

Firefighter’s Charity Fund Melbourne will contribute funds 

to various major charities (including donations to our core 

areas of children’s health, burns and cancer) in Victoria, and 

to FireLegacy 

 

FireLegacy is a fund that will be available to assist our com-

munity and their families when they are put under financial 

stress due to the costs of serious medical treatment. 

 

The Charity has been developed with the full support of both 

the MFB and UFU, however an independent board will ad-

minister it. 

VALE page 

Everyone Giving a little will mean a 

lot 

Feedback 
The Board and Committee of 
the FirefightersCharity Fund 
Melbourne are working hard 
behind the scenes to build the 
tradition of this charity. We are 
no doubt proud of what it has 
already achieved.  
However, we recognise that it is 
also not  perfect. 

We would love to receive feed-
back from you as contributors 
and also if you are not a con-
tributor what it is that you 
would like to see. 
We have been lucky to receive 
some feedback already on how 
we can improve and we hope  

our actions reflect this improve-
ment already. 
You are welcome to contact me 
directly by emailing: 
MWHITTY@mfb.vic.gov.au or 
via info@firecharity.org.au or 
Fire fighters charity fund board 
on internal email. 

Recent Charity contributions and commitments 
 As we end October 2012 the charity has 
raised around $125,000 since its launch in June 
2011. 
We have made several large donations such 
as: 
Otis Breast Cancer retreats  $16,000 
Alfred Burns Centre  $10,000 
RCH Emergency Dept.  $21,000 
FireLegacy   $30,000 

We have also made many donations of smaller 
amounts to a range of other charities that supports 
the fundraising efforts of our fellow employees. These 
include: Ride to Conquer Cancer $2,000 
 RCH Good Friday Appeal $1,000 
 RCH Good Friday Relay $1,000 
 Austin Cancer Centre $1,000. 
We also have a commitment to the Peter Mac     
Cancer Foundation for around $10,000 for the end of 
this year. 


